Come to SW Neighborhood Issembi^ Meeting Monday, April 26,1999 fsee details below) 
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Mrs. Sraseiraa Saicisio, principal 
Cesar Cbafez Charter School and 
Mayor ABtaiBfMy tWilliaBiis» 

See page 8. 


Remembering... 
=Leon Fields== 

eon Fields was raised in Southwest 
and went to school here, attending 
Randall jr. High. 

He worked in Southwest his whole life. 
But the most notable feature of his life in 
Southwest was his life-long commitment 
to improving tire lives of all those who Live 
here and to bringing down the racial and 
economic barriers that separate and 
diminish us. 

He lost one of his arms in his youth, 
but this loss of limb was no deterrent to 
-Rub,” as he was affectionately known. 
He became an accomplished athlete 
excelling in three sports, and was in the 
first group of inductees into the D.C. Leg¬ 
ends Annual Hall of Fame. 

Throughout his life he showed determi¬ 
nation in the face of adversity, an affinity 
with athletics and recreation, and a com¬ 
mitment to helping others. In 1966 he 
went to work for the Southwest Commu¬ 
nity House as a community organizer in 
the anti-poverty program, eventually 
becoming the Houses Executive Director. 
During this time he served as a Model 
Cities Commissioner for Southwest. He 
also chaired Neighborhood Planning 
Council #17 and served five terms as pres¬ 
ident of the Syphax PTA. 

Concerned about the divisions that 
developed in the wake of Southwest urban 
renewal between the “old” and “new” res¬ 
idents, the “poor” and rich,” and “blacks” 
and “whites,” Leon was one of the 
founders of the Southwest Neighborhood 
Assembly. Later he was elecred to a seat on 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2D 
where he continued his advocacy. At the 
time of his death he was working with the 
Cavaliers Athletic Club to improve recre¬ 
ation facilities in Southwest. IS 


David Gilmore Urges Independent 
Housing Board for DC 

By Maurice Cook 

n March 11th, there was a public “albatross” around its neck, depending on how 


p meeting at Riverside 
Condominium with 
David I. Gilmore, the court- 
appointed receiver of the DIG. 

Public Housing Authority 
(DOHA). The DCHA man- i 
ages approximately 12,000 
public housing units at some g 
60 locations around the city; 1 
it also administers die federal 
“Section 8" rental assistance 
program for another 8,000 
units, making Mr. Gilmore in effect 
the “landlord” for about 20,000 D.C. house¬ 
holds. 

The Southwest community has about 
4,000 public housing units, one-third of the 
city’s total public housing stock, mainly locat¬ 
ed along the M Street corridor. In Mr. 
Gilmores words, public housing can be a 
community’s greatest asset or the biggest 



well the property is managed. Until Mr. 

Gilmore’s appointment in May of 
1995, it was managed very poorly 
I indeed. 

Mr. Gilmore stated that his 
receivership will end in about six 
months, after the DCHA attains cer¬ 
tain HUD-mandated performance 
indicators. Further, he emphasized that 
while the DCHA’s present outlook is 
bright, its future remains uncertain and 
will depend largely on whether it reverts 
to “the old ways of doing business” after 
his departure. For that reason, he is emphatic 
in his belief that the DCHA’s stewardship 
should pass from him to an independent 
board of commissioners, not to a city depart¬ 
ment head. His experience working with 
housing authorities in other major cities has 
shown drat they perform best when operated 
continued on p. 4 


Jack Evans Sees Dynamic Southwest Coming 

By Joseph Foote 


vital and 
dynamic 
LSouthwest of 
the future was envi¬ 
sioned by Council 
Member Jack Evans 
in remarks to the 
annual meeting of the 
Southwest Neighborhood Assembly on 
March 29. Both the "Waterside Mall area and 
the waterfront enjoy attractive locations and 
should look forward to good times ahead. 



He warned, however, that Southwest 
must assert itself or be left behind. “DC is 
finally moving and growing,” he said. “The 
time has come when things are happening in 
this city. It’s a very exciting time in the city 
and in Southwest. Enormous resources are 
going to be pouring into the city. Either we 
in Southwest are part of that growth and we 
participate, or it goes on around us and we’re 
not part of it.” Evans reported that he has 
formed a Task Force of Southwest residents 
continued on p. 5 


New Cherry Tree On S.W. Waterfront 



The 1998 Cherry Blossom 
Queen 

-Jordan^ left, points a shovel 
at the latest cherry tree planted 
on the S. W Waterfront ; Help¬ 
ing her is SiitlS, a 

college student selected to be the 
Ambassador of Good Will for 
the Cherry Blossom Festival. 



wbIB Sis© Mtaeeffi 
Money ff®r 1© to© Spent? 
fit BBow Wins Pay for 
BieaBftBicare in SW? 

The Southwest Neighborhood 
Assembly (SWNA) Meeting will be 
held on Monday, April 26, 1999 at 
St. Matthews Church, 3rd and M 
Sts. at 7:30 pm. 

The main speaker will be Bill 
Jones, director of the SW Health 
Clinic speaking on these two 
healtlr questions. Presiding will be 
the newly installed president of the 
SWNA, Reverend George E. 
Holmes. Refreshments wall be 
served. 


iteW8F©BS6l 
f»e©r§e E. 
g|® I sties assumes 
presidency of the 
Southwest Neighbor¬ 
hood Assembly . One 
of his goals is for the 
Assembly to reflect the 
concerns of ALL who 
Hoe in Southwest. 
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April - May 1999 

April 21 Wednesday AA1 


Calendar 


April 21 Wednesday 


May 12 Wednesday 

May 15 . Saturday 

May 19 Wednesday 

May 20 Thursday 

May 26 Wednesday 

May 27 Thursday 

Mav^H; Monday 

(Please submit calendar items for t 


AARP SW Waterfront Chapter #4751 
12 noon, St.Matthews Lutheran Church 
3rd & M St. SW 

Metropolitan Police Department, PSA 107/PSA 110, 
Community Meeting, 7 pm 
Southeastern University 


April 22 

Thursday 

NARFE DC Chapter 2052 

1:30 pm, Southwest Branch Library 

April 26 

Monday 

Southwest Neighborhood Assembly Public Meeting 
7:30 pm, St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 

222 M St., SW 

April 29 

Thursday 

Southwest Chamber Players Concert 

7:30 pm, St. Augustine’s Church, 6th &c M St. SW 

April 30 

Friday 

First District MPD Awards Banquet 

7:00 pm, MCI Center-Velocity Center 

May 1 

Saturday 

Komen Toastmasters Club 

10am, Southwest Branch Library 

May 3 

Monday 

SWNA Board 7:00 pm, SWNA Office 

Waterside Mall, I St. Side 

May 4 

Tuesday 

First District MPD Citizens Advisory Council 

7:00 pm, 1D Headquarters, 4th and E Sts. SW 

May 10 

Monday 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 

2D 7:00 pm 

Westminster Presbyterian Church, 4th and I St. 

May 11 

Tuesday 

Mayor’s Ward 2 Community Meeting 


7:00 pm, Jefferson Junior High School 

8th and I St. For more info, call Mayors office, 

(202) 673-4421. 

Fii-Am Toastmasters Club 
6:45pm, Southwest Branch Library 
Koraen Toastmasters Club 
10am, Southwest Branch Library 

Metropolitan Police Department, PSA 107/PSA 110, 

Community Meeting, 7 pm. Southeastern University 

AARP SW Waterfront Chapter #4751 

12 noon, St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

3rd & M St. SW 

Fil-Am Toastmasters Club 




NARFE DC Chapter 2052 

1:30 pm. Southwest Branch Library 

Southwest Neighborhood Assembly Public Meeting 

7:30 pm, St. Matthews Lutheran Church 

222 M St., SW 

■ the next issue by the 7th of May to Carole Early, 488-3355-) 


ustice William 1 
Douglas Hike 

S outhwest’s Channel Inn is the final stop 
of the Forty Fifth Anniversary of the Jus¬ 
tice William O. Douglas hike on May 1, 
when the C&O Canal Association will host a 
banquet for fifty hikers and their guests. The 
celebration is to mark the end of the 186 mile 
trek that starts on April 18 at Cumberland, 
Maryland, with the last leg at Thompson’s 
Boat Center in Georgetown. The anniversary 
walk held every five years and is a regional tra¬ 
dition which will be next held in 2004. 0 


Easter Fun 

Jackie Matthews, 

District Rep. 2 

Tracy Hooks, along with good neighbors, 
sponsored the Easter Monday event for 
children of SW Greenleaf. It was a day of 
fun and games. If you feel that you can be 
help in Greenleaf or need assistance your¬ 
self, call Ms. Hooks at (202) 727-2896. 0 


NARFE Supports 
Long Term Care Bill 

jjgrank Atwater, president of the National 
111 Association of Retired Federal Employ¬ 
ees, testified on the Hill in support of a bill 
on federal standards for long term care 
insurance. 

The Southwest chapter of NARFE, 
which meets at 1:30 on the fourth Thursday 
of the month at the S.W. library, discussed 
the question at its March meeting. Legisla¬ 
tive committee chair Charles Reynolds can 
be reached at 488-8384. E 


Southwest Community 
House Receives Housing 
Assistance Grant 

S outhwest residents who have fallen 
behind in paying their rent, mort¬ 
gage, utilities; or need help in paying 
their first months rent may be eligible for 
financial assistance from the Southwest 
Community House, says Peter Jones, the 
agency’s Executive Director. "Applicants 
must be able to show that, with our assis¬ 
tance, they will become current widi their 
delinquency and remain current with their 
payments", stated Mr. Jones. Additional 
criteria must also be met in order to become 
eligible. 

This grant is provided through die Fed¬ 
eral Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA), and is available city-wide. For 
more information call Southwest House at 
(202) 488-7210. B 


AARP 

T he AARP of the District of Columbia 
Honored Outstanding Women Physi¬ 
cians in conjunction with Womens Histo¬ 
ry Month. 

Nine physicians who have been 
involved in women’s health programs and 
research in District hospitals were honored 
for their contributions in a special ceremo¬ 
ny on March 18th. Ethel James Williams, 
the women’s issues specialist for AARP DC, 
was among several who presided at the cer¬ 
emony. H 


This is your paper .: 

When you have suggestions 

about the newspaper, please 

call the voice mail at (202) 488- 

9157 and someone will return your 

call. We want to hear from you, our readers. 

Are we writing about the subjects which you 

want to read? Are the articles pertinent? Do 

you want more photos or less? Do you like 

the new front page? Call (202) 488-9157 & 

tell us what you think. 13 


Advertising Rates 


3 DISPLAY ADS: Pre & Post Paid Rates 


Camera Ready 

1/16 page 
1/8 page 
1/4 page 
1 12 page 
Full page 


$35.00 

$70.00 

$140.00 

$275.00 

$550.00 


■classified ads 


Real Estate, Items for Sale, Employment 

$1 per word 

John Hartwell, Advtg.: 202-479-0783 

The advertising chair can help you design an ad 

specifically for you. 

Ad deadline: Monday, May 10 


The following are the 
guidelines for publication in 
The Southwester: 

The paper serves as a community bulletin 
board as well as a vehicle for news stories. 
Occasional articles pertinent to the city will 
be printed. Opinion letters should be 
addressed to Letters to The Editor. Contribu¬ 
tions written by community residents are 
welcome. Articles should be well written and 
answer the five newspaper questions: Who, 
What, Where, When and How. Ads will be 
accepted only from paying customers, but 
may be rejected if the contents are of ques¬ 
tionable taste. 

The editor makes the final decision as to what 
appears in the paper. 


Southwester 

P.O. Box 70131 ffl Washington, DC 20024 

Editor and Manager: 

Carole Early 488-9157 

Southwester Staff: 

Dale Maclver Assistant Editor JoAnn Scott Writer 

Gary Hill Townhouse Distributor Karen Finlcel Desktop Publisher 

Wally Babington Theater Critic C.W. Hargrave Calendar 

John Hartwell Advertising Chair Jeanne MacKenzie Southwester Board 

Susan Fischer Advertising Beryl Rice Southwester Board 

Cathy Wallace Business Manager 

Drop off your stories on diskette with photos by Wednesday, May 5, in the box behind the 
counter at the SW Library, 3rd & I SW. E-mail text to: carjim@erols.com 
Printing by Silver Communications Corp. 

The objective of the Southwest Neighborhood Assembly, a.k.a. SWNA is: to improve the 
quality of life for all residents of the Southwest; to Open: to every Southwest resident the wide cultural : 
horizon of modern urban living; to help create rich and equal social, educational and economic oppor¬ 
tunities for every boy and girl of the Southwest; to assist in providing the opportunity for gainful employ- ■ 
ment for every adult resident and to promote development of the aesthetic potential of the Southwest. 1 
These objectives shall be pursued without regard to the social, economic and racial barriers that have 
divided cities in die past. 
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RENT THIS TRIUMPH TODAY! 


CBS Radio, Los Angeles 


'mm 


Canine Corps 


of-the-IUIonth Awards 


4 RnRFB^m^n°i»M P /l association wilh PICTURES 

A ..P.Mmi 1 UM/LAURENCE MARK Production a MARK STEVEN JOHNSON Rid 
iinuAcf^oMiri H JOSEPH MAZZELLO OLIVER PLATT DAVID STRATHAIRN 
StonAml^nP^ A TO anf i ASHLEY JUDD Mu bJ MARC SHAIMAN “T DAVID F 
□sstonarDAVID CHAPMAN PhJiogiap^AARON E SCHNEIDER C0 'RIHY hippimc 

I issii^ 

3 


District 3 

Lonnie Murray 
Catliy Wallace 
Joan Rliones 


202/488-8257 

202/554-0976 

202/484-5155 


District 4 

Gloria Hamilton 
Patricia Presley 
Herbert Holmes 


202/484-1750 

202/863-2043 

202/479-4490 


If you have a specific community issue 
ch you would like to see addressed, please 
your district rep & voice your concern. 

-Y will bring the matter up to the Board 


Waterside Mall 
401M St SW 
202. 646. 0830 


>n appeared below the photo of four police officers in 
are the correct photos and captions. 


the April issue of The 


High quality polking by H , \jjg K 

four officers was recognized , i . 

by Officer-of-the-month if _ 

awards given at the March K'' 

meeting of the Citizens t 

Advisory Council at D'ts- ft S'fk :CC ft' 

trict 1 headquarters at 4th ^ 11 . / ^ t ; J •. I/ ■ 

and E St, S.W. Left to right || ’ ‘ ' *! 

are the awardees: Officers . 

James nfleagtiier, reiilan Jones, Timothy Chesiey, anti SBomaBti 


Tour New Website 


S outhwest D.C. residents and those 
wishing to learn more about our area 
now have an online resource— 
www.swdc.org. You’ll find lots of interesting 
information about SW, D.C., including 
housing, education, attractions, communi¬ 
ty organizations, services, and much more. 
There is also a web page for die Southwest¬ 
er with headlines and major stories. SWNA 
meeting minutes and announcements arc 


also posted online. Try it out for yourself— 
and if you don’t have Internet access, use die 
computers at the Southwest Library. The 
Website Committee welcomes volunteer 
assistance for the following activities:, scan¬ 
ning images, html updates, and content 
development. We are also looking for a vol¬ 
unteer webmaster, so if you or anyone you 
know is interested, please contact us at 
ebellindpjuno.com. □ 


Waterside Mall Location Only 
Expires 5/31/99 


SINCE 1982 
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Real Estate 


Bea B. Paget 

Specializing in 

Apartments and Townhouses 
..On the Waterfront.. 
..On Capitol Hill.. 





Bea B. Paget 

Licensed in DC, MD & VA 
Your Neighbor in SW 

Call me today! 

202-554-5317 

202-393-1111 

E-mail: beapaget@aol.com 
Prudential Carruthers Realtors 


Animal Crackers 

By Wallace Babingfton 

Elon’t expect to find animals or crackers 
involved in Arenas current revival of the Marx 
Brothers’ 1920 musical farce, “Animal Crack¬ 
ers”. But do expect to be assaulted by wild, 
insane, over-the-top comedy, songs that make 
you think you’re back in olden days, tap danc¬ 
ing you thought you’d never see again and non¬ 
stop joy and hilarity. It’s hard to know which 
aspect of this zany extravaganza I enjoyed the 
most: seeing the Marx Brothers bouncing 
around with reckless abandon; birds dancing 
with a fervor and delicacy that defies descrip¬ 
tion; listening to a piano and harp played as 
though Harpo and Chico lived again. I some¬ 
times feel that Arena over-produces its material 
- takes the sets, costumes, dancing, singing to 
unnecessary extremes. However, in this case, 
every extreme is warranted and welcomed. 
There is not a feather, sequin, boa, wig, horn, 
■flute, chair that is wasted. I only stopped smil¬ 
ing when I laughed out loud. What a pleasure 
this show is - what a delight. (At the Arena now 
through May 30th.) @1 


VISIT SOUTH AFRICA!!!! 
(NOVEMBER 9-21,1999 

-A UNIQUE EDUCATION, CULTURAL 
AND SOCIAL EXPERIENCE 
-MUCH INTERACTION WITH SOUTH 
AFRICANS-VIDEO TAPE OF MARCH 
1999 TOUR AVAILABLE 

GRADY POULARD 
PHONE (202) 554-4323 
FAX (202) 554-6943 





in 

SOUTHWEST 


6 to 9 PM 

Westminster Church 
4001 Street, SW 

202.484.7700 

(near Green Line Waterfront metro stop ~ straight thru mall to 1 Si) 


April 16 

Lady Byron, piano 
Donnie West, bass 
Ben Secundy, drums 
April 23 ~ Tribute to Duke Ellington 
The Young Lions 
Antonio Parker, aho sax 
Allyn Johnson, piano 
Warren Shadd, drums 
Michael Thomas, trumpet 
Emory Diggs, bass 
Zach Graddy, sax 

April 30 

Buck Hill, tenor sax 
Cheyney Thomas, bass 
Dan Waters, piano 
Jerry Jones, drums 

May 7 

Webster Young, trumpet 
Peter Edelman, piano 
Butch Warren, bass 
Joe Jackson, drums 


May 14 

Ernie Douglas, vibes 
Lewis Powers, bass 
Dan Reynolds, piano 
Gary Jenkins, drums 

May 21 

Charlie Hampton, piano 
Victor Dvoskin, bass 
Tony Addison, drums 
Billy Smith, jot 
N ap Turner, vocals 

May 28 

Greg Lamont, organ 
Spencer Ranch, sax 
Ricky Loza, drums 

June 4 

Marsha Meekins, flute 
Chico Johnson, organ 
Ronnie Abrams, guitar 
Ernie Williams, drums 


Admission $5 - ALL children are free 

Food & Beverages are available 

Sponsored by Westminster Presbyterian Church & "Earl Banks Let tump lay" 


Charter Theater 

By Wallace Babington 

Arena’s Old Vat Room is a hidden treasure in 
Southwest. Over the years it has housed a vari¬ 
ety of small theater companies and performing 
groups that present unusual and superior pro¬ 
ductions. Such is the current show now occu¬ 
pying that space: The Charter Theater’s pro¬ 
duction of a new play, “Hoboken Station’’, 
now in die Old Vat through April 25th. This is 
die world premier of a new play by Chris 
Stezin. Christopher Lane, an actor familiar to 
Washington audiences, takes his mm here at 
directing. Charter Theater is our only profes¬ 
sional company dedicated exclusively to the 
development and production of new plays. We 
have long needed a company with a mission 
such as this in Washington. Producing new 
plays is a risky and costly business - they 
deserve our support. We welcome diem to the 
Southwest community and hope to see more of 
them in the future. E 


Gilmore contd from page 1 
independently from city governments. There¬ 
fore, he urges the concerned residents of 
Southwest, public housing residents and non¬ 
residents alike, to “join hands” in ensuring that 
their public housing remains well managed. 
He suggests that we start by reviewing the 
DCHA’s proposed legislation governing the 
Authority’s long-term status and, if we like it, 
by encouraging our council member to vote 
for it. 

Before Mr. Gilmore’s appointment, the 
DCHA was soundly criticized for a high 
vacancy rate and poor overall performance. 
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) rated it the second 
worst housing authority among the nation’s 40 
largest cities. At one time, the U.S. Justice 
Department rated Greenleaf Annex the largest 
open-air marijuana market in the country. The 
DCHA’s record was so poor that HUD; sus¬ 
pended the payment to D.C. of millions of 
dollars of block grants—funds sorely needed 
for long-delayed maintenance, renovation, and 
construction. Finally, in 1995 the D.C. Supe¬ 
rior Court appointed Mr. Gilmore to take 
charge of the troubled housing authority in 
response to a tenant-led suit against the 
authority claiming gross mismanagement. By 
most accounts, he has done an impressive job 
of turning the DCHA around and making it 
once again an efficient organization. 

At the March 11 meeting, Mr. Gilmore 
focused mainly on die DCHA’s accomplish¬ 
ments and its prospects for the future. Mr. 
Gilmore pointed out that the former Ellen 
Wilson public housing complex in near South¬ 
east has been reborn as the Town Homes on 
Capitol Hill. At one time left vacant and aban¬ 
doned, the uninhabitable complex has been 
demolished. In its place the DCHA is erecting 
a cooperative housing community where the - 
residents will own ,shares and have an equity ? 
interest in their homes. Also, the DCHA 
recently decided to raze uninhabitable housing 
units at the Arthur Capper complex adjacent 
to the freeway and to negotiate a contract with 
the U.S. Marine Corps to erect a barrack on 
the site. The DCHA has performed extensive 
interior and exterior renovation and refurbish¬ 
ing of the grounds and exteriors of the Syphax 
Gardens, Greenleaf Gardens, and James Creek 
complexes all in Southwest. 

The DCHA holds public meetings at its 



A trio called "The Natural Selection " 


appears in the lounge at Channel Inn on 
Water St. at 7th St. S. W. Wednesday 
through Sunday. Left to right are Erik 
JoffeetsoBi, EsSsnosiei "BuGsisa" 
Harley, Oam Onarisime. On Tuesdays 
pianist/singer Roosevelt Smith performs. 


headquarters at 1133 North Capitol Street 
N.E. For the latest meeting schedule contact 
Linda Royster at (202) 535-2864. Meetings 
are accessible to the disabled. 

The DCHA’s main number is (202) 535- 

1000. B 


Citywide achievements cited by 
Mr. Gilmore: 

tWassstemance: The DCHA set up its 
own company to maintain, renovate, and 
refurbish housing units. The company 
employs about 750 people, a third of 
whom are public housing residents, and is 
currently engaged in large-scale, city-wide 
renovation. Response times following 
maintenance requests have been consider¬ 
ably shortened. 

Occupancy: The citywide public-hous¬ 
ing occupancy rate is approaching 100 per¬ 
cent, not counting some 1,500 vacated 
uninhabitable units at various locations. 
About 8,000 applicants are on the waiting 
list for public housing; another 18,000 are 
waiting for Section 8 rental assistance 
vouchers. The rent collection rate has risen 
from 78 percent to nearly 100 percent. 
Admissions standards have been raised to 
screen out problem tenants and persons 
with a history of serious crimes. 

Crime: The crime rate on and near 
DCHA property is down 30 percent on 
average in the last year, and the homicide 
rate is down about 55 percent. Drug deal¬ 
ing is also down considerably, but has not 
been eliminated. The DCHA gained City- 
Council approval to form its own police 
force, with a planned complement of 250 
academy-trained officers. The DCHA has 
also mediated disputes between youth 
, gangs, arjd sponsored mentoring programs, 
j summer youth programs, and employment 
training and placement. 

Mem construction: The DCHA 
plans to construct mixed-income coopera¬ 
tive communities at sites around the city. 
At each site a third of the units will be for 
low-income families, a third for moderate- 
income families, and a third will be sold at 
market rates. Twenty such market-rate 
homes are to be built at the former Ellen 
Wilson site in near Southeast, 11 
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SW Library 



S2B21 724-4732 

1 a Southwest Library Mystery Book Club. 

Every 3rd Monday of the month at 7:00- 
8:00pm. Call the branch for the book selec¬ 
tion on May 17, 1999. 

Child Care Group II. Orientation for 
child care careers. Every Thursday from 
1:30^5:00pm. May 6,13,20, 27, 1999. 
Call (202) 488-5300 for more informa¬ 
tion. 

3b School Age Program. May 1-31,1999 
for children ages 6-12. Library orientation, 
stories,songs and storytelling. Please call for 
appointment. 

4b Pre-School Film and Stories. Every Tues¬ 
day and Thursday from 10:30am- 
11:30am. Come and enjoy stories, films, 
fingerplays, and songs. Please call for more 
information. 

5b Toddlers Time. May 1-31, 1999. Pro¬ 
gram for the very young child(Ages 1-2). 
From 10:30-11:30am every Monday. 
Please call for appointment. 

Southwest Library Hours: 


Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 


10:00am-9:00pm 

10:00am-5:30pm 

10:00am-9:00pm 

10:00am-5:30pm 

10:00am-5:30pm 

10:00am-5:30pm 

Closed 


*Remember you can now renew up to 5 books by 
telephone. When calling have your library card and 
the books available. 

*Southwest has Internet Access availablefor the com¬ 
munity. If you need training call (202)727-1298for 
classes at MLK H 


League Does A Study on 
Water Supply 

By Davie Renshaw 

he League of Women Voters of the National 
apital Area and its Water Supply Task Force 
is recently completed a study entitled, 
Drinking Water Supply in the Washington 
letropolitan Area: Prospects and Options for 
e 21st Century.” 

The study considers the adequacy of the 
)tomac River water supply to meet the needs 
the metropolitan area as we continue grow- 
g in the 21st century. While a severe drought 
ay not deplete our water l supplies until 2035, ,: 
ch a drought could require , watei: use restrict 
>ns as early as the next decade. The study rec- 
nmends a region-wide public process 
rough which possible restrictions can be ana- 
jed and a consensus reached about the appro- 
iate choice. 

This study with executive summary is 
ailable at the Southwest Library, or can be 
cessed at http://www.hvv-fairfax.org. For 
pies contact Robert Perry of the Falls Church 
ague of Women Voters, at (703) 534-5421. 
ee, while they last. H 


Evans contdfrom page 1 

to advise him on neighborhood interests. 
Depending on the issue, Evans said he brings 
in District officials to join the discussion. 

The situation with Waterside Mall 
remains uncertain, Evans said. The Environ¬ 
mental Protection Agency “has not been 
decisive “ about its intentions for moving in 
the next year or so, he said. 

Evans reported that he achieved Council 
passage of legislation requiring tour buses to 
turn off their engines after idling for three 
minutes. He has also had the city identify a 
parking lot for tour buses to help keep them 
out of Southwest while their passengers tour 
the city. 9 


SW Oiiis - members 

sought. Call (202) 488-8904. 


To die bereaved family and friends of Mr. Leon Fields, 

It is with much regret and gratitude that I write this letter. Mr. Fields was an integral part 
of the success of die Southwest Community House Association. He served as our Executive 
Director for many of our early years. Mr. Fields was more than just a resident of the Soudiwest 
community, he was a mentor and a father figure to many of our young men. He was a star on 
die athletic field and a leader in the community who brought more than hope to every issue. 
Mr. Fields was very well respected throughout; this city, from City Council to the Mayors 
office. He was a family man with strong family values. He was a man truly concerned about 
the well being of other people. He was a tireless leader in many civic and social organizations. 
Mr. Fields was a long-standing member of die Cavaliers Benevolent Athletic Club. In 1997 the 
Southwest Community House honored Mr. Fields with a coveted award/reception for his 
many years of service to the community. The Soudiwest Community House and the Soudi¬ 
west community of die District of Columbia will truly miss his energy and compassion, and 
wisdom. He was always ready to extend a helping hand to a person in their hour of need. So 
I say to the beautiful family members, children and friends of Mr. Fields, keep your head up, 
because Mr. Leon “RUBB” Fields has fought a good fight. 


David S. Brewer 

President, Board of Directors Southwest Community House 


outheastern University 
5011 Street, SW Washington, DC 20024 
202/COLLEGE (265-5343) or www.seu.edu 


New Programs 


ml- 


New Faculty 


INDUSTRY CERTIFICATION programs. In less than 4 months 
you can learn Oracle DBA, Developer-2000, Designer 2000, 
Oracle Financial, UNIX/C/C++ and more 

ASSOCIATE DEGREE classes in Accounting, Business 
Management, Computer Science, Financial Management, 
Government Administration, Health Services Administration, 
Information Systems Management and Legal Studies. Complete 
60 credit hour requirements in 18 months or less 

CONTINUING EDUCATION courses for CERTIFIED PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTANTS approved by the Greater Washington Society of 
CPA’s 

SINGLE CREDIT CERTIFICATE courses in Finance, Banking, 
Computer Science, Information Systems Management, 

Accounting, Marketing, Technical Writing and Public Speaking 

BACHELOR’S and MASTER’S DEGREE programs in 
Accounting, Banking, Computer Science, Finance, Government 
Management, Information Systems Management, Public and 
Health Administration and Taxation 


Call now to register 

Daytime, evening and weekend classes are available 
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SENATE DRY 


IN THE WATERSIDE 
MALL 
488-9018 

- TAILORING AND 
ALTERATIONS DONE 
ON PREMISES 

-SHOE REPAIRS 
WHILE-U-WAIT 

-SAME DAY DRY 
CLEANING AND SHIRTS 

- KEYS CUT AND 
LOCKSMITH 

M-F 7:30 AM TO 
7:00 PM - SAT 8-5 


COMPUTER SUPPORT 

a Home B Small Office a 
B Corporations B 


Advice 

Computer & Parts Sale 
Installation • Repair 
Troubleshooting • Tutoring 
Internet & Networking 
Service Contracts 


f 02EE Estimate 
TREE Souvenir for the First Time Customer 
50% DISCOUNT for the First Time Customer 



_l 


Support the SW Scholarship Fund by 
sending a check in the enclosed envelope. 
If you don’t have the enclosure , address 
an envelope to the Southwest Scholar¬ 
ship Fund, Southwest Neighborhood 
Assembly, Inc., P.O. Box 70481, 
Washington, D.C. 20024-0481. 


Editorial 

Should Arena Stage 
Move? 

IMlany people here in Southwest have 
expressed concern about the possible move of 
the Arena Stage. According to a recent ques¬ 
tionnaire from the theatre, there are three 
possibilities for a future Arena location. 

The list included: 1) move to 14th St., 
NW, 2) move to 7th St., NW and 3) remain 
in Southwest but at another location. I pro¬ 
pose adding a fourth option - to remain at 
the present location and enlarge the building. 

The Arena is a great asset to the commu¬ 
nity and if you have an opinion on the relo¬ 
cation, write a letter expressing this. Send the 
letter to Stephen Bralove, do The Arena 
Stage, 6th and M Streets, S.W., Washington, 
DC 20024. M 



Serving Southwest D.C. 
Since 1979 


Washington Cablevision is now available at: 

Capitol Park River Park 

Carrollsburg Town Center Plaza 

The Lansburgh Town Square Towers 

Marina View Towers Washington Harbour 

Market Square Watergate 

Pennsylvania Plaza Waterside Towers 

No unsightly wiring in your apartment. 

We use the existing wiring in your walls 

THREE movie services are available: 

• HBO • SHOWTIME 
•THE MOVIE CHANNEL 

BASIC CABLE SERVICE INCLUDES: 
ESPN, TNT AND USA - Sport 
CNN & CNN HEADLINE News 
C-SPAN I & II - Congressional programming 
A&E Arts and Entertainment 
TBS 8c WGN from Atlanta 8c Chicago 
The Discovery Channel 
BET and MTV - Music Videos 
USA Network - Variety programming 
...and in many buildings: 

AMC, BRAVO, CNBC, Turner Classic Movies 



Call (202) 646-1600 to order 


Southwest Neighborhood Health Center 

Serves Thousands In Southwestl'Southeast D. C. 

By Donna Alston 



Pediatrics. Young Lucas Baffin© with , his father M arcass Bmobmd on the left atid mother M arsia 
Baffin© visit with Nursing Asst. Sandra RflimgBe in the Pediatric Clinic at S.W. Health Center. 


H major health clinic 
right in our Southwest 
neighborhood accounts 
for over 15,000 doctor 
visits a year. The South¬ 
west Neighborhood 
Health Center has a med¬ 
ical and dental staff and 
many specialty health ser¬ 
vices at its three-story 
location at Delaware Ave. 
and I (Eye) St., S.W. 

Every year there are 
30,000 patient visits to 
the social services, nutri¬ 
tion, case management, 
pharmacy and other 
departments. 

Under a new law, 

health care for medicaid patients is provided by 
one of seven health plans, called HMOs. The 
S.W. Health Center acts as primary care 
provider for all seven, allowing patients to 
receive care in their own neighborhood. South¬ 
west also sees many other insured patients, such 
as those covered by Blue Cross. 

Patients visiting the S.W. Neighborhood 
Health Center are allowed to choose between 
the following Medicaid Managed Health Care 
plans: Advantage Health plan, American Pre- 
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Director Bill Jones. S. W. Neighborhood 
Health Center Director Bill Jffines in his 
office on the third floor of the center, ivith 
Community Outreach Director Cheryl 
Cook. 



ferred Provider Plan, Capi 
tal Community Healtl 
Plan, Chartered Healtl 
Plan, George Washingto; 
Health Plan, Health Righi 
Prudential Health and Car 
Community Plan. 

Under all of these 
patients may keep thei 
S.W doctor and continu 
to make appointments i 
the clinic. Under all of th 
plans any hospital visii 
and specialty services wit 
other doctors are coverec 
Anyone who still needs t 
choose a health plan or t 
inform their health pla 
that their doctor in S.W 
their “primary provider” should call Philli 
Brown at the S.W center, or visit him there. 

The United Planning Organization (UPC 
also has an information office on health plans i 
the Waterside Mall, 401 M St. S.W, telephor 
(202) 216-9688. During die month of Apr 
hearings are being held to decide what it wou 
mean to the community if the clinics budg 
were cut. Call the director of the clinic, B 
Jones, with your input or questions. We loc 
forward to hearing more from him at tl 
SWNA meeting. The number of the clinic 
(202) 727-3615. B 


S. W. Neighborhood Health Center. The street sign 
at Delaware Ave. S.W. and I (Eye) St. S.W. shows the 
location of the S. W Neighborhood Health Center. 
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“Hope” 


Pediatrics. Pediatrics Nurse EBeUllaMSfla Eaten 
holds young RJlailik EBameis, a patient at the ; 
Pediatric Clinic. 


I caught a glimpse of hope one day 
And chased it as it swept away 
I found myself ivhere no one else 
Would ever dare to follow 
: <♦ 

Inside this cave dark ivith no light 
Is where Ifolloived hope that night. 

Ten thousand fears ran through my mind 
And then I heard a whisper. 

lam the hope that will walk with you 
The times you thought that'you were throng) 
Yow called on me in times of need 
But even in your victories 
I inspired and transformed your desires 
But sometimes you Just stumbled. 

But you hung on just like a rope 
And those were the times, I gave you hope. 

Katrina Wheelt 

6th Grai 
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Several shops on “La Promenade” in L’Enfant Plaza in Southwest DC 
are open on Saturdays, malting shopping much easier than at die 
noisy malls. Best parking is on the curb on 7di Sr., D.St., E St. or on 
die elevated 10th St. between Loews L’Enfant Plaza Hotel and the 
postal building. Underground parking is also available. On METRO, 
from Waterfront Station, go to L’Enfant Plaza, cross to the opposite 
side of die platform and take the exit marked “L’Enfant Plaza” (not 
die Maryland Ave. exit). 


HEATING, HUMIDIFIERS, 

WATER HEATERS, MAJOR APPLIANCES 
Refrigerators, Ice Maker Attachments 
All Makes & Models including Janitol, 
GE, CARRIER, FEDDERS, etc. 
Serving Entire Metropolitan 
Area Over 18 Years Experience 


Saturday SBuepposig 
at L'E^ffauaa Plaza 


Service 7 days a week 
24 hours a day 


Washington, D.C. 20024 
(703)734-1760 • (202)554-5528 


Open 9am - 5 pm, but pharmacy is not 
open on Saturdays. 


Hours: 7:30 - 2 


Mens business & casual clothes. 
Hours: 10-4 


Sportsivear and athletic shoes for 
everyone. Hours: 10-5. 


Naturopath ° Ph.D. ® C.N.C. 

COUNSELING 
ON VITAMINS 8t 
NATURAL 
REMEDIES 


20% off on Best Seller list; a good selection, plus 
electronic ordering. Hours: 10-5 


A huge selection of Womens clothing. Hours: 10-6 Women’s Shoes. Hours: 10-5. 


Nutritional and herbal thera- 
Dies as an alternative to ortho¬ 
dox medicine. For appointment 


Hours: 10-3 


Hours: 10-3 


Open briefly Sat. morning 


Can be entered by elevator or 
stairs from the ?nall. It has a 
restaurant, gift shop and boutique 
open on Saturdays. 


202/554-4006 

Mon-Fri, 5:00-7:00 PM 


I Retired to Thomas House. 


Thomas Houses location in the heart of our 
nation's capital means that all the social cultural 
and political activities of this exciting area are in 
our residents’ backyard. 

The opera, concerts, theatrical performances 
and art galleries are assets Washington has to 
offer.,. and Thomas House residents take 
advantage of all of them 1 
Wi( Activities, transportation, continuing health 
care (should it be needed), and other services are 
all a part of retirement at Thomas House. 


I EH Please send me information on Thomas Bouse 
I □ Please call me to arrange a visit to Thomas House 

Name... ; ... 

| Address...!... 

i City...,.Suue...Zip.. 

j Phone . 

! MAIL TODAY TO: THOMAS HOUSE 
J - 1330 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W 

I iH Washington, D;C. 20005 


Find out more today! 
Mail coupon or call 


THOinas 

House 


AFFORDABLE RETIREMENT 
IN THE HEART OF WASHINGTON! 


SW395 
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429 N Street, SW, WDC 20024 • 202-554-4844 
visit our web site @ www.tiberisland.com 


Job Fair Has Restaurant & Hotel Jobs 

For D.C. Residents Only 

Information on jobs in the tourism industry will be available at a 5 hour job fair on Wednes¬ 
day, April 28, from 11 am to 4 pm at 401 F St. N.W., by the Metro Red Line Judiciary Square 
station, Bldg. Museum exit. The 70 bus goes along 7th St., three blocks away: 

D.C. Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton has arranged for restauraunts and hotels 
having waiter/waitress, housekeeping, front desk, accounting, engineering and guest services 
jobs to interview anyone interested. 

Bring proof of D.C. residence and information about your job qualifications. E3 


CHINESE RESTAURANT 


Waterside Mall - 401 M St. S. W. 

Washington, D.C. 20024 

At Waterfront Metro station on Green Line 


j All Yota Can Eat / 
Lunch Buffet / 
/ $ 6.951 

American & Chinese Cuisine 
11:30 AM to 2:30 PM 
Mon. - FrL 

Up to 20 Items To Choose From Dail&\ 


Hours: Monday - Friday iv.ooa.m. - 10:00 p.m. Phone: 554-2202 
Sat., Sun., Holidays I2:00noon- 1 0:00 P.M. Fax: 448-8610 

Happy Hour: Mon. - Fri. 4:00 P.M. - 7:00 P.M. Banquet room - 

up to 200 people 


1/2 PRICE ENTREE 

(carry out only) 

Purchase any entree and receive a 
second of equal or lesser value at 
1/2 price 


Cesar Chavez Charter School Holds 
Grand Opening Celebration 


O n Thursday, March 25, an overflow 
group of well-wishers crowded into 
■ the EPA auditorium for the Grand 
Opening Celebration of the Cesar 
Chavez Public Charter High School for Public 
Policy. Parents, students, local Southwest peo¬ 
ple, and Ward 2 Councilmember Jack Evans, 
Mayor Tony Williams, and Peter Robinson of 
EPA were present. The main speaker was Mr. 
Jim Gibson of the DC Agenda. 

The audience was treated to a demonstra¬ 
tion of Mexican dancing by a group of girls in 
traditional full skirts, several student presenta¬ 
tions, and songs. These demonstrated some of 
the extra curricular activities available to the 
students. 

Mrs. Irasema Salcido, the Principal, 
founder and organizer of the school, and the 
three teachers she recruited to teach in her 
innovative school, were all wildly applauded 
by the many students and the audience. The 
school is open from 7 AM to 7 PM with a rig¬ 


orous bipartisan curriculum, field trips, and 
outside speakers on policy issues. Each child 
has a tutor. The Urban Institute and the Her¬ 
itage Foundation are both sponsors. 

The mission of the school was brought out 
in a speech by Mayor Tony Williams who said, 
“Building community is investing in our chil¬ 
dren. In'the Cesar Chavez School the children 
are studying and learning how to analyze all 
policies and thus preparing to become lead¬ 
ers”. 

Mr. Robinson of the EPA reported EPAs 
partnership with the school and the impor¬ 
tance of the children learning about such pol¬ 
icy issues as the rainforest and other environ¬ 
mental issues. 

Mr. Jim Gibson stressed the need for train¬ 
ing to give young leaders the background and 
knowledge to make wise decisions. He urged 
the young people to take their education seri- 
ously and “go out and change the world.” M 


Tiber Island Cooperative Homes, the city’s premier waterfront commu¬ 
nity, is the place to live. A quick walk from Capitol Hill, the Mall, 
and downtown’s attractions, Tiber Island is also convenient to major roads 
and Metro. 

Planning an event? Then consider the beautifully renovated historic 
Thomas Law House — a Washington showplace for more than 200 years. 






















